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In Memoriam
This past month we have lost three important
members of our Society. Our deepest condolences
go out to their families. Each one of these members brought a special touch to our society and
they will be missed.
Hazel Dust
Hazel Dust passed away in January. Hazel and
her Husband Dennis have been long-time members of the Milford Historical Society. Besides
volunteering during our annual fundraiser, Hazel
and Dennis have had their beautiful Historic home
on our Annual Home Tour a couple of times. An
avid supporter of the Historical Society, we are
grateful for the time she spent with our society.
Ralph Brody
Ralph Brody was only a member of our society for
a few years, but everyone will know him as the
fiddler during home tour. Ralph has played his
violin for our society not just for home tour but for
special events that were hosted at the museum for
many years. Ralph lived in Clawson but was
always willing to play his fiddle any time we
needed him.
Mary Lou Gharrity
Mary Lou Gharrity
passed away on
February 16, 2022.
Mary Lou was a
founding member
of the Historical
Society. For many
years she could be
found at the museum working on the
archives or teaching the young docents the way of
the museum. Living so close to the
Mary Lou Gharity and Marlene
museum, nothing
Gomez at the Historical Museum happened at the
museum without
Mary Lou knowing about it first.
In 1973, a group of local citizens, including Mary
Lou, decided to establish the Milford Historical
Society. Their mission was to preserve the artifacts and stories of the men and woman that settled in Milford. Three years later in 1976, the
same founding members would open the Milford
(Con nued on page 4)

From Our President, Norm Werner
“It was the best of times. It was the worst of times.”
Those words from the opening lines of Charles Dickens A Tale of Two Cities
came to mind as I sat down to write my first report as the new President of
the Board of Directors.

We suffered a minor catastrophe at the Mary Jackson house, due to a furnace
failure and the resulting frozen pipes during one of the coldest times of the
year. I say “minor” only because it could have been much worse. As it is
there was significant damage to 3-4 rooms in the house and damage to some
of the contents in those rooms. More on that from Sue Bullard elsewhere in
this newsletter.
Even worse and certainly more irreplaceable, we lost Mary Lou Gharrity in
February. There are further articles on Mary Lou in this newsletter, but let me
add that Mary Lou was a small lady who was a giant in this community for
decades and she will be greatly missed. Those were the worst of times.
The best of times are yet in front of us and are being ushered in by the improvements in our nation’s battle with the COVID-19 Virus and the relaxation of some of the restrictions that have hampered our ability to open and
run the museum or to conduct our normal fund raising activities.
We were indeed fortunate to have been in a financial position to weather the
restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic, with the help of some very
timely grants. I thank our Treasurer, Jackie Swenson, and those who helped
her apply for the various grants that have kept us afloat. Without those grants
we might have quickly depleted our savings just keeping the lights and heat
on at the Museum through the winter.
This year we are determined to get as close to “back-to-normal” as possible.
That means holding a regular Independence Day Parade on the 4th of July. It
also means holding fund raising events like the Granny’s Attic Sale and trying to hold a Milford Home Tour for the first time in three years.

We know that people are ready for the parade and believe that the Granny’s
Attic Sale will be fine, but we are still concerned about the Home Tour,
which is our biggest and most important annual fund raiser. The event takes
a lot of volunteer docents and of course five local homeowners who are willing to open their homes to the public for the Tour.
If you are willing to volunteer to be a Home Tour docent in September,
please call the museum and leave us a message with your name and contact
information and indicate that you would like to be a Home Tour docent. If
you would be willing to have your home on this year’s Home Tour in September, PLEASE call the museum or me personally and let us know. I know
that the best of times is still ahead of us.
Our Mission Statement: We are organized exclusively for educational purposes. We
bring together people who are interested in history, especially the history of the village of Milford & Milford Township.
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From the Museum Director I hope everyone is surviving this crazy winter weather. This is about the time of
year I routinely question why I live where it's so bitterly cold…and then I remember that warmer places have enormous spiders! And I’m good…
Staying busy helps keep you warm though, and the museum has been a buzz of
activity lately. Various committees have been formed based on the 2022-24
Strategic Plan, and have started meeting regularly to put in motion the exhibits,
programming, engagement activities for the year. We plan to open for the season May 7, 2022.
Volunteers have also been putting in many hours on a range of Collections
Care activities like; processing incoming donations, proper handling and storage of artifacts, restoration efforts, managing environmental and safety conditions, and other preventive measures throughout the building. Objects are the
foundation of a museum and investments in their preservation will help the museum interpret and share Milford stories with future generations.
We are so pleased that 2 (!) Wayne State University graduate students have
been volunteering regularly and helping us make great progress - especially on
Archival projects. Mallory Stevens is earning her Masters in Library and Information Science at Wayne State. She is a Highland native, and attended Milford
High School. Mallory said she was interested in volunteering to get more archival experience but also, “because I wanted to get to know the history of the
community.” Also at Wayne State, Alyssa Noch is earning a MA in Public History with an Archival Administration Certificate. Alyssa grew up in Milford
and has been active with various communities and events in and around Milford - like the Suzanne Haskew Arts Center (SHAC). Alyssa enjoys, “meeting
new people and making connections with them. In terms of volunteering specifically for the Milford Historical Society, I really love coming up with ideas
for outreach and exhibits along with and discovering new things through helping with the archives.” Mallory and Alyssa have put in almost 100 hours on
special projects. They've been contributing so much and we really appreciate
their zest for Milford history and all that they do for the museum.
The museum can always use your help. If you’re interested in making an impact in the Milford community by volunteering, there are a variety of opportunities now and in the near future - from Grant Writing, Web Design, and Digitizing Documents to Gardening, Tour Guiding, Researching and more! Email
the museum at Milfordhistory@hotmail.com to learn how to get involved.

Editor: Norm Werner
Email: Historian@milfordhistory.org
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Jill Eastcott, Museum Director

Museum Collection 101.1
In early December a couple members of the collection committee
took a road trip to The Henry Ford to see a special exhibit called
“Collecting Mobility”. While the objects on display related to motorized vehicles the signage included information about how and
why the items were part of The Henry Ford collection. We were
very excited to find that we have instituted most of their methods
into our approach to collecting. I figure that if The Henry Ford felt
that they wanted to share their policy and procedures on collecting
that the information might be of interest to our members. I’ll do
some short articles on collecting for the next few newsletters.
Several years ago we formed a “Collection Committee”. This group
of dedicated people generally meets monthly to review what has
been offered for inclusion in the collection. Our first task was to
write policies and procedures to guide us in these oftentimes hard
decisions. Our overall guide is the Historical Societies Mission
Statement – We are organized exclusively for educational purposes.
We bring together people who are interested in history, especially
the history of the village of Milford and Milford Township. Each
item offered to the museum is reviewed, discussed and voted on by
our committee.
What belongs in a museum? This is a question that does not, and
should not, have a simple answer. Does the item have a Milford
connection, or was it something that would have been used by people in the Milford area? We look at an item not for its monetary
value, but for the stories it can tell. More next time.

The Mary Jackson House
The Mary Jackson House became the victim of the winter months.
The furnace at the house failed days after one of our weekly visits.
With the temperatures being so cold, the pipes froze, which in turn
caused the water pipe to burst. The damage resulted in the ceiling
collapsing in one room and moisture thoughout the entire house.
Fortunately, we have insurance, but it is impossible to insure all the
historic artifacts for their true value. There were several items that
were a complete loss. A large collection of historic books that Mary
accumulated. Some of the video tapes that Mary viewed to vote on
the Academy Awards, some furniture pieces were a total loss, and
thrown away. We are truly heartbroken about what has happened.

We are currently working with a restoration company. They have
inventoried the items in the house and taken pictures of those items.
Then all items were packed and stored off site. The restoration
company is now going through the downstairs and removing all the
walls, ceiling, and carpet that has water damage. Once all the
damage has been removed and everything has been dried, they will
begin to work on the plumbing. After the plumbing work and electrical check, they will begin to rebuild the walls.
We will be holding fundraisers in the coming months to help pay
for restoration not covered under the insurance. If you are interested in donating towards the restoration you can send a check payable
to the Milford Historical Society, please add the Mary Jackson Restoration in the memo. The museum address is 124 E. Commerce
St, Milford, MI 48381
It will take some time, but we are determined to restore the Mary
Jackson house to how she had it.

Excerpts from a story about Mary Lou Gharrity by Joyce M. Clark
This story first appeared in Moments in Time in the Milford Times

Mary Lou Fawcett-Gharrity first experienced Milford’s Main Street
when her family moved to Milford in 1935 when she was in second
grade. Her parents (Howard and Bernice Fawcett) bought Hotel Central
and renamed it Ye Olde Hotel. The hotel was located in what is now
the parking lot of Milford Auto Supply and included the Sweet Retreats
building. The family lived in the hotel and owned it until 1948.
During that time, Main Street was a bustling hub for not only Milford,
but local communities such as Walled Lake, Wixom, Highland, White
Lake, and New Hudson whose residents came to spend their money and
their time. According to Mary Lou, folks would come from miles
around on Saturday to shop along Main Street and visit with friends and
family. As a child, the thing to do on Saturday evenings was to walk up
and down Main Street and watch all the people interact. On Sunday,
people from Detroit would drive out to the country for a meal at Ye
Olde Hotel’s dining room
and then drive back to
the city.
As Mary Lou grew up,
she helped her parents
run Ye Olde Hotel. She
remembers when Ford
Motor Company was
building their plant in the
area, and every so often
the Ford leadership and
construction engineers
would come into their hotel to eat lunch. Back then, the hotel’s dining
room included fine white table cloths and napkins. Sometimes the Ford
team would stay beyond the lunch hour and conduct an impromptu
business meeting.
At the other end of Main Street, usually around Halloween, local folks
might come across a farmer’s outhouse plunked under the traffic signal
at the intersection of Commerce and Main Street. Rumor has it that the
local high school students took care of this activity.
In the early 1940’s, Mary Lou remembers seeing military tanks and
DUKW vehicles (popularly pronounced DUCK) traveling down Main
Street from Pontiac to the GM Proving Ground for testing. The DUKW
was a six-wheel-drive amphibious truck designed during World War II
for transporting goods and troops over land and water, and for use approaching and crossing beaches in amphibious attacks.
In 1948, Mary Lou’s family bought
and ran the Milford Theater on
Main Street which was located next
to Ye Olde Hotel. In the early
1950’s, Mary Lou and her mother
sold the theater. Around that time,
they also sold the property behind
their establishments to the General
Telephone Company. General Telephone built and resided in the
building that now houses the Huron
Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Besides living and working on Main Street, Mary Lou met and fell in
love with her husband. In 1947, Mary Lou went to work at a bank on
Main Street. In the early 1950’s, Robert Gharrity, a young, handsome
owner of the Milford Times (located on Main Street right next to the
bank) often came into the bank to conduct business. Mary Lou and
Robert married in 1952. Together, they owned the Milford Times,
working together on Main Street until 1975.
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Membership Drive

(In Memoriam—Con nued from page 1)

Historical Society Museum.
Mary Lou was elected to serve as the Societies first President.
She would go on to serve on the Board of Directors for many
years. When she decided it was time to step down from the
Board, she became the Museum Director. When she decided it
was time to step down from being the Museum Director, she rejoined the Board.
Her knowledge of Milford and its history was remarkable. She
could remember individuals and their life story without having to
look anything up. For the last 49 years of the Historical Society’s
existence, Mary Lou was there to support it. She truly loved this
town and the people that lived here. She will be missed by all who
knew her.

Our 2022 Membership Drive is well under way. If you haven’t paid your
dues yet, please take a moment to fill out the membership envelope that was
sent in January and return it.
Misplaced your envelope? Membership information is located on the back
page of the Historical Society Newsletter. Or send an email to Milfordhistory@hotmail.com with Membership in the subject line and we will email you
with our membership information.
Your membership dues really do mean a lot to our organization. With your
dues and generous contribution, we can continue our mission of preserving,
and promoting the history that means so much to our community.
We wish to extend a warm welcome to the newest members of the Historical
Society.
Ric and Carole Mueller of Milford
David and Karen Stricker of Indianapolis

Please enroll me/us as a member (s) of the Milford Historical Society:
Name:

__________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Phone:

___________________________

Email: _______________________

Mail to: Milford Historical Society, 124 East Commerce, Milford MI 48381
Phone: 248-685-7308
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Be sure to visit us on the web: www.milfordhistory.org and “like” us on Facebook.

Annual Member Dues:
Individual

$15

Family

$25

Senior

$10

Life me

$250

Small Business

$50

Corpora on

$250+

Please let us know if you would prefer to receive your
copy of the bi-monthly Historian via email. It saves us
the postage and will get it to you sooner.

