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UPCOMING EVENTS
MHS Programs 2020
All events and programs for the remainder of 2020 have been canceled.
Pop-up Display on Porch a Big Hit
While this year hasn’t
gone as planned the
museum volunteers
are trying to make the
best of the situation.
We had planned to
have a display to commemorate the passing
of the 19th amendment. Since the museum is closed for the
year we thought we
would postpone it
until next year. One
of our volunteers, Sue Grifor, made arrangements to
borrow a small display piece created by the National
Archives. This became the focus of a “Pop Up”
porch display focused on the 19th amendment.
This event was well received and could be the start
of some creative programming that allows us to
bring history to the community even while the Museum is closed. Keep an eye on the porch to see
what else pops up. If you have ideas of what you
would like to see leave a message on the answering
machine at the museum, or contact a board member.
What Do We Do Now?
All of Milford Historical Society major fundraising
events were canceled due to the restrictions imposed
to prevent the spread of Covid 19. That fund raising
allowed us to compensate our part time Museum
Director as well as paying our utility bills and maintaining the safety of our collection.
A grant from theMichigan Humanities H.O.P.E.
Grant fund has provided a respite. The grant was
created with funds from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The
Milford Historical Society greatly appreciates the
$7,500 awarded to us from the grant
The H.O.P.E. Grant funds give the Milford Historical Society the security of knowing that our buildings’ basic needs will be met and the future of our
museum collections and historic sites are safe for the
time being. We still need and welcome donations.

September-October 2020

From Our President, Sue Bullard
Greetings to our Historical Society Family,
I find myself at a loss writing this letter. The beginning of September
usually means Home Tour is around the corner and we would be finalizing all the little details that are left be done. But as we know the year
2020 has not turned into the year we thought it would.
So my mind turns to our current situation. As part of the historical society, our responsibility is to collect the information about what effects our
lives, what we do today as a contributor is what future generations will
know. Recording events is important,
even the events that have a negative impact on our lives.
In 1918, our country experienced the
Spanish Flu, The Spanish Flu pandemic
affected millions of people and like today, there wasn’t a known treatment for
the virus. People were ordered to wear
masks, people were ordered to stay at
home, and the death toll was awful.
Sounds a little bit familiar.
On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the Covid19 a pandemic. A few days later, our Governor began closing schools,
local businesses and other “non-essential” business. And after that date,
the normal routine that we all knew was history. Face masks, gloves
and social distancing all became something that we all needed to become
our new normal. We all had to rethink our day-to-day lives, both professional and personally.
I recently read an article that said History is a community story that is
being written around us every day. This has been an unforgettable year,
so as a Historical Society we need to document how the pandemic has
affected our lives. In our May/June newsletter we asked if you would
share your experience during this trying time. So I am reaching out to you
again to share your experiences with the Historical Society. We are asking you to write down your thoughts and stories about how the Covid-19
has affected your life. These stories do not have to be just about your day
to day life, but also how the pandemic has affected your work, children’s
school, going to church, vacations, retirement and all the other stories
that have happened the last 6 months. All items will be filed in the archived for future generations to see how our lives in 2020 were affected.
As we look back at 2020, we will remember the lives that were lost, we
will remember the stores on Main Street that were forced to close and the
jobs our neighbors lost. But I believe the future members of the Milford
(Con nued on page 3)
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The landscaping and flowerbeds are
looking beautiful! The front porch
has been scraped and painted. The
second bathroom is being remodeled. The ramp to the back door is
being rebuilt. The windows on the
outside of the building are being
cleaned and repaired. Thank you to
Sue Grifor, Jackie Swenson, Sue
Gumper, and Linda Dagenhart for

I hope you were able to take the time to visit the Pop-Up Porch Exhibit on the 19th
Amendment that Jackie Swenson and Sue Grifor created. It attracted the attention of
a number of visitors and received great reviews. Great job ladies!
Involvement is the key to moving things forward. If you are interested in lending a
hand, there are several ways to do so! Perhaps one or more of these projects would
be of interest to you:
Walking tour booklets featuring historic homes and businesses in the Village are
being developed. Help us search the files and compile information on these sites.
Virtual program offerings are in the works – storytelling, mini-tours, and more. Perhaps you could help with the technical side of these and getting them recorded.
Would you have interest in developing or leading a program?
We have collections and archives projects waiting for folks willing to take them on:
•

Bring HSM scrapbook up to date

•

Sort and organize Powerhouse Documents

•

Sort obituaries into genealogy files

•

Learn how to work with Past Perfect and scan in photos & documents

If you enjoy researching and writing, why not explore a Milford history topic of interest and write a newsletter article. Maybe that research could be featured in a virtual program.
Do you have a great idea for a future Pop-Up Porch Exhibit or would just enjoy
helping create one? Let us know! A display about the history and customs for Halloween is currently in the works!
We have received a generous offer to have some computer interactives created for
us that will be used in the museum and accessible online. The time, expertise and
equipment are being donated. Help is needed as we decide what information we
want included in these programs. This project will include an interactive timeline of
Milford history. Help us decide what topics should be highlighted. Research will
need to be done. Photographs and possibly video and audio clips will need to be
searched for.
Another way that everyone can help is to assist us in creating a special collection
related to the current pandemic. Please consider saving and donating items that you
feel will help tell the story of what life was like in Milford during the COVID-19
pandemic. I am donating the letter I received from President Trump telling me that
I would be receiving a stimulus check (the check landed in my bank account 4
(Con nued on page 4)
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community will feel the sense of strength that our neighbors
displayed.

make beer from her husband, John. She took what she learned
from her late husband and used that knowledge to help support
her family in her new hometown.

How we all rallied together to help our neighbors survive.
How we all knew how important the doctors and nurses were
to our society, but how just important the workers at the grocery store and pharmacy were. How quickly our school administrator came up with an alternative plan to teach our children. The list goes on. I am forever grateful for all the men
and woman that stood up and helped our community through
these tough times.

Within a year Catherine purchased a building on Main Street.
The size of the business was a small building about the size of
20 X 30. Her shop was small, her patrons would have been
able to stop by her establishment and pick up her products to
take home. Her shop was located on the east side of Main
Street near Liberty Street. The site of her shop would have
been located just north of where Sweet Retreats Candy Shop is
now located. A simple wooden sign hung over the door of her
business. The sign read BEER. Catherine Edmunds was
Milford’s first Woman business owner.

We welcome your stories. Stories can be emailed to Milfordhistory@hotmail.com. They can be mailed to Milford Historical Society, 124 E. Commerce St, Milford, MI 48381.
And they can be dropped off at the museum. The front door
has a mail slot your stories can be dropped into.
Thank you in advance for sharing your history.

Milford’s First Woman Business Owner
The name Catherine Purchase might not sound familiar to you, but
the name Widow Edmonds might. Catherine Purchase was born in
1785 in Springfield, Massachusetts. Her parents were Charles Purchase and Martha Ferry.
It is noted that Catherine must have had a charming personality because in her lifetime she had 3, possibly 4 husbands. Each of her
husband’s died young and left Catherine with children to support.
Catherine married her first husband Rezin Hopkins in 1801. They
married in Massachusetts but moved to Cayauga, New York. They
had five children. Betsy, Lucy, Samuel, William and Aaron (who
would go by his middle name of Ferry). Sadly Rezin died in 1815.
In 1815 or 1816 Catherine met and married her second husband Mr.
Bush (his first name is not known). Catherine and Mr. Bush had four
Children. Julia Ann, Jefferson, Henry and Gilbert. Sadly Mr. Bush
passed away leaving Catherine and 9 children.
In 1826 Catherine, still living in New York, married John Edmonds.
At the time of their marriage, Mr. Edmonds, a widower had 7 children. Together Catherine and John had two children, Charlotte and
Caroline. But once again Catherine was left a widower when John
died in 1836.
After the death of John Edmunds, the children from his first marriage
took Catherine to court over the property they owned. Catherine
won the court battle, but eventually sold the property to move her
family.
Catherine packed her belonging and with six of her children began
the long journey to Michigan. She arrived in Milford in 1837 and
purchased 40 acres of land. The property she purchased was located
on what is now Rowe Road. Four of Catherine’s sons made the
journey to Milford with her. They were William Hopkins, Ferry Hopkins, Henry Bush and Gilbert Bush. As soon as the property was
purchased, her sons cleared the land and built a log cabin. Catherine
had left a comfortable home in New York and was now living in a
primitive log cabin with the chinked walls and shaker roof. Soon
after the men began to plant hops. Catherine had learned how to

Sadly, her daughter Charlotte Edmunds died in 1843. Catherine other daughter, Caroline Edmunds, made the trip to Michigan and married Lewis Austin in 1842.
It is uncertain when Catherine’s shop on Main Street closed. It
is also possible that Catherine married a fourth time. But we
do not have any records of the 4th marriage. We do know
that Catherine moved to Howell ,Michigan to live with her son
William Hopkins. Catherine Edmunds died in 1850 at the age
of 65.
Our history book describes the Catherine Edmund as a woman
of courage, ability and resourcefulness. Catherine Edmunds
did what most women would not even think of doing. After
the death of her third husband, she brought her family to a new
state. Catherine was a trailblazer, being a business owner at a
time where the men ran businesses and the women stayed
home to take care of the family.

Home Tour Sponsors for 2020
Although the Milford Home Tour was canceled for 2020,
The Milford Historical Society made an appeal to past
Home Tour Sponsors for donations to help support the operation of Milford Historical Museum. The businesses and
people listed below have stepped up to support us during
these trying times and we sincerely appreciate it—

Heinsight Eye Care
Huron Valley State Bank
The Naranjo Agency—Gaber Naranjo
Main Street Art
American House
Tige Reader
Leon Schuler
Please say thank you to these businesses and individuals for their support of an important part of the fabric
of this great community. Feel free to join the donation
list for Home Tour 2020!
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weeks before the letter landed in my mailbox), and a selection of masks (several different styles) that I have received.
Perhaps someone could save and donate a “Thank You
Essential Workers” sign, or some photos of a drive by
birthday celebration. Consider writing down or recording
your thoughts on social distancing or isolating at home,
virtual schooling, or what grocery shopping or dining out is
like and sharing them with us. How about a video that
highlights the COVID related changes that you see as you
travel about town? It is all important to relating the story
to future generations.

entering the building is required to wear a mask and
gloves. You will be asked to answer a short series of
questions and your temperature will be taken. Work areas, door handles, etc. will be sanitized whenever they are
used. Our primary goal is to keep everyone healthy!
Please call the museum and leave us a message if you are
interested in helping in any way. You are also welcome
to contact me via email at tami.averill@gmail.com. I
would be happy to hear from you!
Tami Averill
Museum Director

If you are interested in helping behind the scenes, proper
safety and social distancing protocols are in place. Anyone

Please enroll me/us as a member (s) of the Milford Historical Society:
Annual Member Dues:
Name:

__________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Phone:

___________________________

Email: _______________________

Mail to: Milfor d Histor ical Society, 124 East Commer ce, Milford MI 48381
Phone: 248-685-7308
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Be sure to visit us on the web: www.milfordhistory.org and “like” us on Facebook.

Individual

$25

Family

$50

Senior

$10

Life me

$250

Small Business

$50

Corpora on

$250+

Please let us know if you would prefer to receive your
copy of the bi-monthly Historian via email. It saves us
the postage and will get it to you sooner.

