Milford Momentsin Time
By Joyce M. Clark

According to the booKen Minutes Ahead of the Rest of the World, A History
of Milford, Elizur and Stanley Ruggles were attracted to the Milfoea &#ack in
1831 because of its flowing river. They were also smittethe beauty of the
land and so they staked their claim. However, bothotted waterways and rich
surrounding land were utilized by many people long beforgmmneers settled
the area.

Bill Schimmel, a local historian, indicates that leippewa Native American
Indians were the third largest tribe in North Ametedore the settlers arrived.
The Chippewa Nation (also called Ojibwe) were partmofAlgonquian body,
including the Ottawa and Potawatomi Indians. Duringahe1700’s and early
1800's, all three nations resided in Michigan . Back thempand of Saginaw
Chippewa tribe ruled most of Michigan 's Lower Peningutduding the Milford
area.

The Chippewa family structure was similar to the settleome life. For
example, the women farmed and did most of the childaradecooking. Men
were hunters and sometimes went to war to protectfmilies. Both genders
practiced story-telling, artwork and music.

The Chippewa home base, just like our earlier setikas,along the Huron

River . Milford 's topography was nicknamed “Oak Savash&lecause the area
was speckled with clumps of Oak trees surrounded by wide ppers The
Chippewa created the open spaces through managed firesy s titd farm
crops (apples, corn, beans, and squash to name a fé&)op€n space also
helped cultivate the deer population which the Indians dueenell.

In Milford , the area off of Rowe Road near Indian @zar Lake is believed to be
a location the Chippewa frequented often, and may hasre dsed as a home
base. In 1863 the Ruggles family purchased the land and upoinglié for
farming, explains Dorothy Sheffler, a Ruggles descenddiriving on part of

the property, they often came across various Indidacd such as arrow heads
and tools.

Locally, Bill explains, the Chippewa controlled thegidioring waters (i.e.,
Saginaw River , Tittabawassee River , Shiawasses RMint River, Huron

River etc. ) which acted as “highways” between theaBtakes . Through these
relatively fast canoeing channels, tribes could quialdyel throughout and
across the state of Michigan .

But waterways were not the only means by which Nafinericans traveled.
According to the websit®lichiganHighways.Org, Native Americans also
established footpaths connecting various settlememts$inly areas, and fishing
locations. In the Milford area, Chippewa helped esthblihat was later termed



the "Grand River Trail" which is just one of sevétatian trails" to crisscross
the Lower Peninsula . This trail evolved into GrareeRAvenue . Pontiac
Trail is an old Indian Trail connecting Pontiac toigaland White Lake Road is
an old Indian Trail.

As the 1800’s marched in, the local Indians became nmaren@re concerned
about the potential loss of their land to settlersthe War of 1812, Chief
Tecumseh, a dynamic leader of Ohio 's Shawnee Indide, Tmotivated tribes
across Michigan and Ohio to join the British in tlopés of keeping settlers from
moving further west into Michigan and Ohio . Battlaged from Ohio to
Wyandotte , Detroit , Windsor , and Chatham . And wit¥st wars, there was
suffering on both sides. In the end, the British last] Michigan was open to
settlers.

After the War of 1812, local Indian Tribes were pressuméal signing the 1819,
1821, and 1836 Treaties that relinquished any land rights. whiadjadhe War of
1812, the Indian Fighter Andrew Jackson ran on an IndiaroRRamlatform
while campaigning for president of the United State$ie hdian Removal Act
passed in 1830, at which point any Indians living EasteMIssissippi were
forced to move West, primarily to Oklahoma and Kansktany Saginaw
Chippewa escaped North and to Canada to pre-empt thizvenass/ement.

In 1825, the Erie Canal opened enabling many settlerote mto the Michigan
and the Milford area. According to census reports in 182@0i had 2200
residents and by 1850 (20 years later) there were over 21 fld0nts.
However, as Michigan 's settler population grew, by 183Wal®ox epidemic
decimated the Saginaw Chippewa kiling almost 50% of thibe.t

As settlers moved into the Milford area, they enjotfreisame waterways and

fertile land that numerous Native American generati@tsalso enjoyed before
the settlers’ arrival. Some settlers found cornstatic apple orchards already
growing on their land.

On July 31, 1855, the United States government signed a wethtthese tribes
which included giving each Ottawa and Chippewa Indian béladéad of a
family 80 acres of land, and to each single person oxanmt-one years of age,
40 acres of land. In return, the Ottawa and Chippewarisdeeased the United
States from any liability regarding any former trestipulations. All of these

land grants were located in the Isabella Reservatitgabella County . This is
now the home of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe.

2007 isthe 175" Anniversary of Milford and in celebration of this major
milestone, we are asking you to share some of your storieswith the rest of the
community. If you have a little Milford history to pass along, please contact Sue
Bullard, Milford Historical Society President, 248.685.7308 or
milfordhistory@yahoo.com. The Milford Historical Society is happy to
document your story and share it with others.



Caption: Dorothy Sheffler showcases Indian artifacts foundher family’s
Milford property near Indian Garden Lake off of Rowe Road



Caption: Native American’s (circa 1800) protect their cropsrfroirds.



Caption: Chippewa Maple Sugar Camp (circa 1900)



